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To Be Holy 

I.  A Unique Transmission 

 ב-ויקרא יט: א 

ר י ֵּ֥ ר   קוקוַיְדַב  אמֹֹֽ ה ל   אֶל־מֹשֵֶּ֥

י  ד֔וֹש אֲנִֶ֖ י קָּ וּ כִִׁ֣ ים תִהְי֑ ם קְדֹשִִׁ֣ הֶֶ֖ ֵּ֥ אֲל  מַרְתָּ ל וְאָּ ֵ֛ א  ת בְנ י־יִשְרָּ ר אֶל־כָּל־עֲדַַ֧ ם׃קאֱלֹ יקוק דַב ֵּ֞  יכֶֹֽ

HaShem spoke to Moses, saying:  

Speak to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I, 

HaShem your God, am holy. 

 

 רשי ויקרא יט:ב 

הּ )ספרא( .דבר אל כל עדת בני ישראל ה תְלוּיִין בָּ י תוֹרָּ י שֶרֹב גּוּפ  ל מִפְנ  ה זוֹ בְהַקְה  שָּ רָּ ה פָּ ד שֶנֶאֶמְרָּ  :מְלַמ 

Speak to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel— This (the addition of the words  כל עדת) 

teaches us that this section was proclaimed in full assembly because most of the fundamental 

teachings of the Torah are dependent on it (contained in it) [Sifra, Vayikra Rabba] 

 

If the system isn’t broken, why change it? 

 

II. Foundational Farming 
 י -ט: טויקרא י

ט׃   ֹֽ א תְלַק  ֵֹּ֥ ירְךֶ֖ ל קֶט קְצִֹֽ ר וְלֵֶּ֥ דְךֶ֖ לִקְצֹ֑ ת שָּ ה פְאֵַּ֥ א תְכַלֵֶ֛ ַֹ֧ ם ל יר אַרְצְכֶ֔ בְקֻצְרְכֶם֙ אֶת־קְצִִׁ֣  וֹּֽ

י  ם אֲנִֶ֖ ב אֹתָּ֔ ר֙ תַעֲזִֹׁ֣ י וְלַגּ  נִִ֤ עָּ ט לֶֹֽ ֑ א תְלַק  ִֹׁ֣ רֶט כַרְמְךֶ֖ ל ל וּפֵֶּ֥ א תְעוֹל ֔ ִֹׁ֣ ם׃קאֱלֹ יקוקוְכַרְמְך֙ ל  יכֶֹֽ

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of your 

field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest.  

You shall not pick the undeveloped twigs of your vineyard, or gather the fallen fruit of your 

vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I am HaShem, your God. 

 

What are the parameters of these laws-are they simply another form of צדקה? 

What lessons can be learned by all parties from  ,פאה, שכחהלקט ? 

 

III. An Unnecessary Warning? 
 יט: יד ויקרא

יך אֱלֹהֶֶ֖ אתָּ מ  ֵּ֥ ל וְיָּר  ן מִכְשֹ֑ ֶ֖ א תִת  ֵֹּ֥ ר ל ִׁ֣י עִוּ ֔ ש וְלִפְנ  ֔ ר  ל ח  ִׁ֣ י  לאֹ־תְקַל   ׃ יקוקאֲנִֵּ֥
You shall not curse the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear your 

God: I am HaShem. 

What are the three stages to the prohibition of לפני עור? What is their logic? 
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IV. Damaging Speech [Navigating a Potential Conflict] 

 ויקרא יט: טז 

י  ךָ אֲנִֹ֖ ֶ֑ ם רֵע  ד עַל־דַַּ֣ א תַעֲמֹֹ֖ ֹֹ֥ יךָ ל עַמ ֶּ֔ ךְ רָכִיל֙ בְּ  ׃ יקוקלאֹ־תֵלֵֵ֤
Do not go as a talebearer among your people, do not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor, I 

am HaShem. 

 

What are the various forms of damaging speech? 

What happens when this prohibition runs up against לפני עור ? 

 

 

V. Traveling Towards a Crescendo (and a letdown?) 

 יט -ויקרא יט: יז

יךָ  ת־אָחִֹ֖ נָֹ֥א א  א־תִשְּ ֹֹֽ א׃ל טְּ יו חֵֹֽ א עָלָֹ֖ לאֹ־תִשָֹ֥ ךָ וְּ ת־עֲמִית ֶּ֔ יחַ֙ א  חַ תּוֹכִ֙ ךָ הוֹכֵֵ֤ ֶ֑ בָב   בִלְּ
י  וֹךָ אֲנִֹ֖ רֵעֲךָֹ֖ כָמֶ֑ תָֹּ֥ לְּ הַבְּ אָֹֽ ךָ וְּ נֵַּ֣י עַמ ֶּ֔ ת־בְּ א־תִטֹר֙ א  ֹֹֽ ל ם וְּ א־תִקֵֹ֤ ֹֹֽ יעַ יקוקל בִַּ֣ ךָ֙ לאֹ־תַרְּ תְּּ מְּ ה  מֹרוּ֒ בְּ ת־חֻקֹתַי֮ תִּשְּ ֹֽ ׃ א 

 ֹ ךָֹ֖ ל יִם שָדְּ אֶַּ֔ יךָ׃  כִלְּ ֹֽ ה עָל  ֹ֖ א יַעֲל  ֹֹ֥ ז ל נֵֶּ֔ עַטְּ ַ יִם֙ שֹֽ אַ֙ ד כִלְּ ג  ֵ֤ יִם וב  אֶָ֑ ע כִלְּ רַַּ֣  א־תִזְּ

Do not hate your brother in your heart. Reprove your brother but incur and do not bear a sin 
because of him.  
Do not not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the members of your people. And you shall 
love (for) your fellow as (for) yourself: I am HaShem.  
You shall observe My decrees. You shall not let your cattle mate with a different kind; you shall 
not sow your field with two kinds of seed; you shall not put on cloth from a mixture of two 
kinds of material. 
 
What are the parameters of the Mitzva of Tochacha? 
What is the meaning of the phrase “do not bear a sin because of him?” 
How else can this sentence be understood? 
 
What are the day-to -day practical implications of vengeance?  
 
Is “Love your fellow as yourself” an accurate translation of מ֑וֹך עֲךֶ֖ כָּ ֵּ֥ לְר  הַבְתָּ ֹֽ  What might be ?וְאָּ
the problem with it? What is the Torah’s true intent? Does this make things harder or easier? 
 
Why can we explain the Torah’s leap from “brotherly love” to sha’atnez? 

 

 

 


